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This copy of the 1974 Far North Bicentennial Park Master Development
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MASTER PLAN

1. Introduction

A design for the development of the Campbell Tract has been produced
based on information presented throughout this document. A possible
pattern of development is shown'in two phases on Maps No. 19 and 20,
Schematic Development Plan, Phases | and M. Phase | offers a
development plan for the near future, one which could be completed
by the target Bicentennial date, July 4, 1976. Phase li is a longer range
plan which is contingent upon the phasing out of some of the existing
uses in the Tract. These maps offer one land onty one} configuration
possible when the data and the restrictions of the Far Morth
Bicentennial Park Plan are considerad. Descriptions of the four land use
categories and the sctivities included in the Schematic Development
Plan follow here. The restrictions controlling development and use are
found in the Far North Bicentennial Park Plan, which is included at the
end of this document.

The schematic development plan recognizes that peoples’ needs and
preferences change with time and in directions that can not be
predicted with certainty. Therefore, the recommended developments
are not necessarily intended to control activity without variation over
the life of the Plan, but rather to serve the needs of the people of
Alaska for a reasonable time. Planning for development and/or
redevelopment must be a dynamic cngoing process to insure that the
Park continues to reflect the desires of the citizens. However, the basic
intent and objectives for the Park shouid remain unchanged for the
duraticn of the Plan.

Z. Watershed/Recharge Area
2. Description of Area:

The fands included in the watershed frecharge area are divided into three
areas by two linear segments of the greenbelt area. The smallest of the
three occupies the extreme northeast comer of the Tract. This roughly
rectangular piece of fand totals about 190 acres. This does not include a
2.5 acre well site ccoupied by the City of Anchorage within the area.

The largest of the watershed/recharge areas extends into five sections
and is bordered by the eastern boundary of the Tract and the greenbelt
argas of the North and South Forks of Campbell Creek. Its eastern edge
abuts a square mile section of sparsely setiled land known as Basher, a
short section of mifitary boundary and about a quarter mile of Chugach
State Park boundary. At its widest part, this irregularly shaped piece
extends to the center of the Tract. There are dog sled trails and two
small lakes within the area. In addition, a military fuei pipeline and an
electrical transmission fine run through this area. Part of an unpaved
road which serves the settlement of Basher runs across the southem
portion. This central recharge area is about 1,088 acres in size.

The third portion of watershed/recharge lands is in the south and
southeast part of the Campbell Tract. This area of approximately 652
atres is bounded on the west by an active recreation arez of the Tract
and on the north by the greenbelts of Little Campbell Creek and the
Sputh Fork of Campbell Crezk. On the south the area buts the
Borough’s Hillside Park and private land, while on the east it is adjacent
to the Chugach State Park for one half mile. Approximately 2
kilometers {f cross-country ski trails loop through the southern section
as a continuation of trails in the Borough Park. The military pipeline
aiso runs through this area.
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k. Becommended Development:

Both watersheds and areas where recharge of the ground water svstem
GCCUrs sre wery impartant nztural features. In addition, these regions
are sensitive 1o adverse influences from erosion, removal of natusal
ground cowvee, afteration of the existing ferrain. or introdaction of
chemicals or other poiluting agents. The watershed/recharge areas
irclude most of the Tract’s steepest slopes, which: further increases their
frailty. Because of the high degree of sensitivity of  the
watarshedirecharge  areas, aard  because of the impoertance of
mzintzinting the guality aad quantity of water associatec with these
areas, it is recommended that essentially ali development be prohibized.
The only exceptians are the inclugion of day-use hiking trails, nature
trails, higycie trails, cross-country ski trails, znd the continued use of
existing dog sled trails. These uses are shown on Maps 19 and 20, [t is
further recommended that the existing road to Basher continue to serve
that settfement until such time as an alternate route is availsble or
access is no longer recessary. Since the Basher settlement is totally
within the Anchorage community’s watershed, the losal government
should encourage there few residents o relocate to areas where they do
not thrzaten pollution of the cammunity’s water suppky. Such
protection efforts shoufd extend o ali residentiai developments in
watershed areas. Vehicular traffic in the park should be discouraged
from utilizing the portion of the road which traverses the
watershed/frecharge area.

C. Access:

Vehicular access to watershed/recharge areas is recommended to be
limited as much as possible. The present road to Basher will provide
passage into the largest of the three watershed/recharge areas, which is
lpcated in the east central portion of the Tract. This road parallels the

southwestern boundary of the watershedfrecharge ares, but is focated
within the adizcent greenbelt area, except for the last 1/3 mile which
cuts through the southern tip of the watershed/recharge zone of the
Tract. & limited negmber of picaic areas are recommended T Be located
aleng the road and some may extend into the watershed frecharge srea,
Trattic cther than that originating from o destined for Basher will be
discourzged from consinging beyond the puil-out and turn-around fo be
focated where the road enters the watershed/recharge area from the

A nuamber of trails leading throughowt this area wili be accessibie fram
the road. These include hiking and watking fails, cross-couniry skiing
trails, hicyele frails and dog sfed traiis.

The other two watershed recharge aress are aot sugaested to be directly
acressihle by road. However, where they abut private lsnd both north
and south of the Tract, Section line road easements do exist, altheugh
the terrain on the south will make development impractical. An
application is adready in 1o develop a road along the north, Exésting and
run through these watershedfecharge areas, including

new frails w
the continued use of the cross-couatry ski foop in the southern ares.
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3. Greenbelt Area
a. Description of Area:

The greenbelt area of Campbell Tract encompasses the three major
streams which flow through the Tract: the North Fork of Campbeli
Creek, the South Fork of Campbell Creek and Little Camphell Creek.
Az recommended by the advisory committee to the Bureau of Land
Management, the greenbelt is roughly in the form of a lamge “X". The
North Fork enters the Tract in the northeast and exist in the northwest,
The Sauth Fork enters at Camphell Canyon in the southeast ard flows
northwesterly to exit in the northwest as it approaches its junction with
the Morth Fork, Little Campbell Cresk flows westerly from the
southcentral part of the Tract and exist near the southwest corner. With
this pattern, no part of the Tract is more than a mile from a stream. At
its widest in the northwest, where two streams are parallel, the
greenbelt is 4,600 feet across, but it averages a span of less than 1,000
feet. The terrain of the greenbelt varies widely from the low, flat, bogay
areas where the creeks flow slowhy, to the steep gorge of Campbell
Canyon where the South Fork drops several hundred feet as it rushes
west far below the embankments which border it. A total of about
1523 acres are allocated 10 greenbelt uses.

b. Recommendec Dm:m_cn_._._m_.:.”

The concerns Tor potential environmental harm in the greenbelt area are
similar to those for the watershed/recharce area. In accord with the
objectives of this Plan, it is recommended that development in the
greenbelt be limited to the extent necessary to maintain the integrity of

the creeks and bordering lands. The greenbelt could tolerate certain
activities and facilities if these are properly designed. These uses include
picnicking, and trails for hiking, bicycling, crosscountry skiing, dog
sledding, and observation of nature, Each of these requires only
minimal development, littte or no clearing of trees, and disruption of
ground eover in small areas oniy. The facilities wil be designed to aveid
intensive utilization of any part of the greenbeit.

¢. Access:

The existing road to Basher enters the Campbell Tract from Tudor
Road and extends across about 3/4 mile of public lands and institutions
area. As the road enters the greenbelt area, it runs roughly paratlel to
the South Fork of Campbell Creek for about 2% mites. This road will
provide the primary access into and through the greenbett.

Picnic areas, turn-outs, turn-arounds, and parking areas at entrances to
the traH system will be focated along the road. COther entrances to the
trail system will be available off Tudor Road in the northeast cormer,
through the public lands and institutions area in the northwest, and
from roads in the western and southwestern active recreation area. The
trails in the northwest portion of the Tract are planned to connect with
the trail system of the Campbell Creek Greenbe!t Park. The Campbel
Creek Greenbelt Project, which is now in execution, will acquire most
of the land along the 4% miles of Campbell Creek west of the Tract.
The owerall result of the two projects would be a greenbeht stretching
from the Chugach Mountains to Cook inlet and traversing the entire
Anchorage Bowl.
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4. Active Recreation Area
a. Description of Area:

The Bureau of Land Management advisory committee designated three
areas of the Tract as heing appropriate for active recreational use. The
smaltest is a roughly triangular piece of land in the northeast part of the
Tract. This area is primarily swamp and is unsuited in its present
condition for most active recrestional uses. Since it is wery near
potentially densely-developed residential areas, treatment to develop
recreational use may be warranted.

Fhe larger of the active recreation areas Hies in the west central part of
the Tract and encompasses the District Office and the airstrip of the
Bureau of Land Management. This area is bounded on the northeast,
east, and south by the greembeits of Little Campbeli Creek and the
South Fork of Campbeli Creek, or the north and northwest by a public
tands and- institutions area, and on the Tract's western boundary by
Abbott Loop Road. The land is approximately trapezoidal with its base
approximately 8,600 feet long on the south, parallel to Little Campbetl
Creek. The eastern leg is approximately 4,500 feet long, and the
western leg about 3,300 fest. The area encompasses 588 acres and
contadins the largest part of the prime devefopment fand in the Tract.

About 288 acres of land in the southwest corner of the Campbeli Tract
have also been designated for active recreational uses. The area is
bounded on the west by Abbott Eocop FAoad, on the north by the
greenbelt of Litite Campbeil Creek, on the east by a watershed/recharge
area, and on the south for a quarter mile by the Borough's Hiilside
Pari, and for a quarter mile by private land.

b. Recommended Devetopment:

Development recommended for the active recreaticnal areas responds
to a multitude of recreational needs. The land is generaily flat and
well-drained, and has an excellent gravel base, so nearly any kind of
facility ean be accommodated.

At this time, it is difficult, if not impossible, to predict what the
far-reaching demands will be for active recreation in the Anchorage
area. The approach taken here is to assume that demands in the
intermediate future will be somewhat simifar to the demands of the
present, but to provide facilities which are fiexible enough to
accommodate a different, unforeseen activity demand at some future
date. The Schematic Dewvelopment Plan, Phase | is an attempt to satisfy
present demands, white remaining flexible erough to accommodate
different needs when they become evident, and maintaining a good
functionzl relationship among activities. ‘

Development of the west central active recreation area is propased in
wo phases. The second phase will become feasible when the two major
existing uses are phased out. The Bureau of Land Management’s
Anchorage District Office is located on the Campbell Tract. From this
office complex they carry out the functions of resource management,
cadastrai survey work, fire-fighting and operation of the state-wide
comminications system. They believe the large area around the office
compiex is neeced to efficiently execute the functions headquartered
there. The entire airstrip area with prismatic zones at each end of the
runway is necessary for the flight operations and para-cargo training.
The taxiways are necessary for routing and parking areas during pesiods
of intensive afrcraft operations, such as normally occur during the fire
seasorr. The communication site is the key to the state-wide
communications network. The site serves other agencies as well as the
Bureau of Land Management, including the Alaska State Troapers, the



Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the State Ferry System, Alaska
Fish and Game marine vessels and state educational needs. Because of
the critical nature of the site, a buffer zone is necessary for continued
satisfactory -operation to keep the area free of electronic interference.

The existing airsirip is on a large, well drained acreage, which has of
course been cleared of trees to enabie this use. The centinued use of the
airstrip is expected to be necessary for 10 to 15 years for the activities
of the fire control aircraft of the Bureau of Land Management. Buring
the summer months, on occasions when it is very dry in Alaska, the
aircraft traffic in and out of this strip is very heavy, too heavy in fact to
be accommodated on any existing commercial fields in addition to their
reguiar flights. The operations of the Bureau of {and Management in
fire protection can eventualty be planned into expansions of other
airports, at which time this land will return to the recreational uses of
park land.

The Bureau of Land Management already has overfiled on 160 acres
where their headquarters, warehousing and maintenance shops are
located. Although this use is expected 1o be terminated in less than 15
years, the B.L.M. believes that they will have need of a much larger area
until that time comes. The runway, its prismatic end zones and the
clear area arpund the communications headquarters will bring their
total requirement to nearly 1,100 acres. Although they require contral
of such a large part of the Campbell Tract much of it can be integrated
into the ultimate recreational uses of the park while still being under
the B.L.M. “"hol2”™".

The first phase of development for active recreation proposes a golf
course, picric areas, bicentennial celsbration pavilion, active game
areas, and access roads. The total two-phase golf complex is a complete
18-hole tournament-quality faclity with a clubhouse, practice driving
range and putting green. Phase One includes the construction of a

nine-hole course and concession facility north of the existing runway,
with an zccess road from the existing BLM access road or the propesed
Dowling Road extension {see Map Mo. 19, Schematic Development
Plan, Phase |). This rine-hole facitity would not interrupt the use of the
airport in any manner, so it could be cohstructed in the wery near
future. Picnic areas could be located slang the access road. The facilities
included in the first phase could be compieted by the Bicentennial year,
1976.

Phase Two inwolves the provision of the remaining nine holes for
qolfing, completion of the clubhouse and driving range, construction of
a new access road and parking area, additional picnic facilities, an
cutdoor amphitheater, and sports fields {see Map No. 20, Schematic
Development Plan, Phase 11}, The picnic area is intended to be move of
a passive than an active recreational area. Access to it will be from a
road constructed on cne of the existing revetment roads. Facifities of
the picnic area will include tables, grills, parking areas, barbegue pits for
large groups, restrooms, trails, smaill open lawn areas for informal
games, and tot lots. Another facility closely associated with the picnic
arez will be the outdoor amphitheater. Built into the side of the hill
near the picnic area and game field, it wili provide 8 meeting area for

large groups.

The area designated for use as sports fields uses a portion of the existing
runway as a part of the cleared arez both require. The area is designed
1o allow basehall, softbal!, soccer, football, tennis, or any other sport
requiring a large, open, flat area. Portable Gleacher units provide
flexibifity in the types of activities which can be accommodated. For
instance, the area can be used for softball fields one day (as shown on
the Schematic Development Plan!, and used for a reviewing area the
next day, with the bleacher units aligned in a row along one side or
both sides of the field area. Other facilities included are parking areas,
restrooms, office/showerfchanging room facilities, covered picnic



facilities for large groups, and storage areas for sports and maintenance
equipment. Ski trails through the active recreation area can be
accommodated, and the existing dog mushing trails witl still be used
exclusively for dog mushing, although their configuration wilt change
slightly when some of the existing revetment roads {used currently by
mushers} are upgraded to alf-season park access roads.

Planned development for the southern active recreation area is
presently limited to picnic sites and trails. The small road previding
access to the picnic sites could provide an access to the north side of
Hiliside Park, if this is found to be necessary. Facilities included in the
picnicking area would be picnic tables, restrooms, water, and parking.

. Access

Abbott Loop Road presently runs aleng the southern half of the
western boundary of the Tract, Access 1o both the southwestern and
west central active recreation areas will be provided by roads leading off
Abbott Loop Road. The west central active recreation area wifl be the
most intensely developed of the three areas snd will also generzte the
most traffic. Access between the New Seward Highway and this area
will have 1o be upgraded to accommaodate this traffic.

The Anchorage Area Gfficial Streets and Highways Plan eurrently is
being changed to recommend an east-west arterial which connects
Raspberry Road with Dowling Road in the vicinity of Arctic Boulevard
and extends east to connect with the New Seward Highway. If this road
were extended further to the east to Abbott Loop Road, it would
provide excellent access to both the major recreation area and the
southern pubtic lands and institutions area. A continuation of this road
and several lpops running from it will serve all the activities and
Tacilities proposed in the area.

The southwestern area will be accessible by a new road leading through
it from Abbott Loop Road. Becausn of the nature of the facilities
recommended in this area, the road will be designed for a low traffic
capacity. A tern-around will be provided at the road’s end in the central
part of this area. A traif which crosses Little Campbell Creek wilt
connect the southwestern and west central recreation areas, but will be
tor non-vehigular use only, Entrances to the Tract's trail systems will be
available at various points atong both roads.

4. Public Lands and Institutions Area
a. Description of Area:

Portions of the Far North Bicentennial Park area have been considered
by the advisory committee to the Bureau of Land Management to be
suitable for development of a more intensive nature than that
recommended for the greenbelt, recreation and water conservation
areas. The lands selected for this designation stretch for two full
sections along Tudor Road on the north side of the Tract beginning at
the west corner. The depth of these development lands varies from 900
to 3,700 feet and the acreage is approximately 500. A second area with
this designation ligs in the certral west portion, being roughly triangular
in shape; the base of the triangle being approximately 4,000 feet along
the western boundary, with the sides of the triangle pointing to the east
to 2 depth of approximately 4,500 feet. This area is approximately 280
acres in size, The two portions of land in this designation are dividad by
the two branches of Carmpbell Creek and the greenbelt lands associated
with these streams.

Altogether approximately 790 acres are included as lands suitable for
public buildings and institutions. This acreage is reduced by the
withdrawals already taken and occupied. These include 40 acres being
held by the Alaska Mational Guard, forty acres in use by the State of




Alaska and five acres used by the City of Anchorage for a water tower.
An additional 18 acres is used fer road right-of-way and power
easements aiong Tudor Road. These acreage reductions are from the
northern portion leaving slightly under 400 acres for immediate
consideration.

The use of B8 acres almost direetly in the center of the Tudor Road
frontage bisects the land which the University of Alaska wourdd like to
have reserved for use as a South Central Alaska research center. The
occupants of this 60 acres, the Alaska National Guard and the State
Department of Highways, both want to expand the fands they ocoupy.

The other most serious contenders for the fand atleng Tudor Read
include the Chugach Electric Association, claiming a site here to be a
necessity for the installation of 2 seb-station: the U.S. Postal Service
wanting to build a garage facility; and the Anchorage Hockey
Association wanting to start building a sports arena as soon as possible.

The public lands and institutions portion of land south of the Campbeli
Cresk Greenbelt occupies 290 acres. The Fish and Wildlife Service of
the Depariment of Interior is considering the installation of several long
range facilities with which to serve the public either on this land or on
parts of the active recreational land to the south. Plans are not firm and
the possibifity exists that this activity may be accommodated in the
new federal building for Anchorage located downtown.

_u«mmm:ﬁ. and future plans of some of these existing and proposed uses
are discussed in greater detail below.

State of Alaska, Departrent of Highways: Forty acres at the southeast
corner of the intersection of Tudor Foad and Boniface Parkway has
beer turned over to the State of Alaska in fee by the Bureau of Land
Management. This is a part of the land released in 1964 znd accepted
by BLM in 1965,

All of the natural vegetation and tree cover has been removed from the
40 acre tract. To the credit of the Highway Departrent, access to
Tudor Road has been restricted to two points and the buildings
constructed here have been set well back from Tudor Road. At the
present time 90,000 square feet of buildings have been developed in
five major structures. This building area figure does not take into
account any floor space except the ground level area. Approximately
355 automobile parking spaces have been developed, and this does not
count the space used for vehicle maintenance and eguipment storage.

The majority of these buildings are used for the various activities of the
State Highway Department, aithough g portion of one buiiding houses
the communications office of the State of Alaska. The most recent
pianned addition to this operation is a sand storage silo.

Alaska Mational Guard: At the present time the Anchorage Armory, on
20 acres of land patented to the State of Alaska, ocoupies 1,320 feet of
frontage on Tudor Road. The usable depth of property is 560 feet since
right-of-way and easements account for the north 100 feet. On this
property is an armory of 26,000 square feet located inside a fenced area
260 x 560 feet in size. In addition, a parking Iot suitabie for 5O cars has
been developed. ‘

When the Corps of Engineers Real Estate Section, on behalf of the
Army, released the bulk of the Campbell Tract land, they did not
release 3 parcels on which the Afaska National Guard had secured
ficenses. These licenses permit the land 1o be used for training purposes
until such time as the Army cancels the license.

One parcel is @ twenty acre piece immediately south of the fand where
the armory has been built. 1t measures 1,320 feet east and west and 660

feet north and south, Theve is an old antenna field located here, but it
is not curréntly in use.
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A second parcel, consisting of T0 acres, and across Campbel Creelk, is
one guarter mile south of the armory. This parcel is within the area
designated in this plan for greenbelt. There are five 25° x 50" storage
buiidings and one &0" x 60 building there. None of these structures
would be classified as a permanent building by military standards. This
storage yard is within z fenced area 100" x 540’ on this square ten-acre
tract.

The third parcel on which the Guard has a licensa is a 15 acre parcel on
the south side of the 5,000 foot runway two miles south of the armory.
This parcel is not in use by the Guard and they pian 1o establish the air
portion of their activities near Camp Carroll on Fort Richardson Army
Base, at which time they will turn their license for the 15 acre parcel
back to the Army.

The Alaska Mational Guard has indicated an intersst in enlarging the
land on Tudor Road which it controls from 50 to 120 acres. Besides the
existing armoty and support maintenance shop they would expect to
build, over the next ten years, {1} an operations center fo the Alaska
Disaster COffice combined with an adjutant general’s office, (2] a
USPFC complex with office and warehouse, 13} a training eguipment
pool  building, {4] an armory headguarters building, (5} an
crganizational mafntenance shop, I8} another armory building for &
cavatry. squadron and {7) a state communications building. The present
armory building would be devoted to storage and a support
maintenance shop.

Bureau of Land Management: The Bureau of Land Management
maintzins its State Office in downtown Anchorage. In addition, the
Bureau's Anchorage District Office and fire control headquarters for
southern Alaska are located in Anchorage at 2 facility in Section 3 of
the Campbell Tract. The 5,000 foot gravel runway is used very heavily
in the summer when fire control activities are at their peak. The BLM

has reserved 160 acres for their facilities, not counting the airfeld and 2
clear area around it. This acreage is very probabiy well in excess of the
actual need for ground facilities. They do, however need to control the
activities surrounding their installation. They have indicated that their
need for these facilities will iast no more than 15 vears, after which all
of these lands can be irtegrated into the overall plans for the area for
park and recreational purposes. Only 7% acres of the 160 acres of BLM
headquarters land is within public lands and institutions designation.

Anchorage Hockey Association: The Anchorage Hockey Association,
Ltd., has applied for 20 acres on which to construct & Winter Sports
Arena. The 84,009 square foot structure would contain a full size
hockey rink, two B0’ x 80° figure skating rinks, seating for 9,000
spectators and related facilities.

Their plans indicate future installation of 4 outdoor skating rinks and
12 tennis courts, These would eventually be roofed. A speed-skating
course is also contemplated. Parking for 2,500 cars is pianned to be
provided.

University of Alaska: The two colleges of the Anchorage area are
located adjacent to one another about ¥ mile north of the northwest
comer of the Far North Bicentennial Park lands. Between these
institutuions and the park lands there is private land, State of Alaska
land used for the Almka Psychiatric Institute Hospital and the
WcLaughlin Youth Center, and Sisters of Charity land used for
Providence Hospital and related facilities.

The University of Alaska has control of nearty 300 acres of [and, while
Alaska Methodist University has an additional 275. Mot all of these
lands are suitabie for intensive deweiopment; in fact, approximately a
third could better be feft in open space, bog preserve, nature traifs and
greenbeit aleng Chester Creek. The lands also are diminished in




usefulness in that they are not in a compact uriit; rather, the University
of Alaska development will need to be spread out along a spine of
connecting corriders stretching for a mile and 2 half from end to end if
their entire property is developed.

The University of Alaska has applied to the BLM for land in the
Camphell Tract which they would propose to use for a research center
and laboratories for study of the enviranment.

The preliminary plans for development show a spine type configuration
of buildings in the central sections of approximately 30 acres of the
northern area of public lands and institutuicns lands. The preliminary
plans for use do not extend east beyond the Camphell Field Rgad
which enters the Bicentennial lands from the north.

Fish and Wildlife Service: The Fish and Wildlife Service of the
Department of the Interior is making a feasibility study of the need for
development of facilities which would aid the public in its enjoyment
of Alaskas living natural resources. The proposed  developrment
tentatively waould consist of three facilities, either constructed
separately or combined into one or mare buildings. They envision a
Fish and Wildlife Headquarters Office, a Fish and Wildlife Research
facHity, Wildlife Visitor Cenier and nature area.

The office would pravide the focal point far all of the Fish and Wildlife
Services” Alaska operations, for which about 70 employees are
stationed in Anchorage. The research facility would provide specialized
laboratory space, data processing  eguipment, library, specimen
celfections, and experimentzl animal holding facilities. The visitor
center wouid provide information on Alaska’s natural resources and
outdoor recreation opportunities. Interpretive media woukd illustrate
terrain and climate, and describe recreation avaitable and the natural
resources of the area.

b. Traffic and Transportation:

A major factor 1o be considered in planning for the development of the
Far North Bicentennial tands is the road system in that part of the
community, the capacities of the roads surrounding the tract and the
effect that certain kinds of development would have on various
transportation systems.

The major highways in Ancharage are the Glean, riunning east and west
three miles north of the Tract, and the Seward Highway, running narth
and south a mile and three quarters to the west. (See Map No. 21.)
Both are four-lane divided highways and are capable of carrying large
amounts of traffic. However, these two highways are the only such
roads in the area and each becomes a part of the highway cut of town
in the only two directions it is possible to exit from Anchorage by
automobite,

There are minor arterials at one mile intervals between the park
boundaries and these major highways. To the north of the Tract, Tudor
Road borders the park; Morthern Lights is a mile north and DeBarr is
two miles north. On the west, Lake Otis Boulevard is a mile away and
paraliels the western boundary .

There i5 no road along the northern ane mile of the park's western
boundary arnd none should be considered, since it would traverse a
boggy, peat area and would cross both branches of Campbell Creek.
Although the Official Streets and Highway Plan adopted June, 1973,
shows a road at this location, it is recommended that this proposal be
rewvaluated in light of the potential for damage to the greenbelt. To
the sputh, Little Campbell Creek is crossed on this western boundary
by a minor street, Abbott Loop Road. Without an extension to the
narth, it will not become a major arterial.
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Figure 11. TRAFFIC COUNTS FROM HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

REPORT

Muldogon
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Mow Sewand [ Dimond)

Tudor [west of Bonifacel

{from report)
IMADT)
1972
10,600
5,800
5,600
9,200
T 000
10,300
27,500
22,500
18,500
13,000
11,500
10,500
10,300

MADT = Monthly Average Daily Traffic

{estimated}
{MADT)
1973
13,000
8,000
7.500
11,000
10,000
12000

11,000 {counted)

A table showing the traffic loads carried by warious rouwtes in the
Anchorage area is included as Figure 11. The Alaska State Highway
Department has provided updated estimates of curment traffic at these
points as weli as an actuai count of the traffic on Tudor Road at a point
300 feet west of the Boniface Parkway intersection. The monthly
average daily traffic at this checkpoint ncreased from 10,300 in 1972
to 11,032 in 1973. This is an increase of 7%. Cumently, Tudor Road
east of the Seward Highway is a two-lane street, but it is scheduled for
rebuilding to a fourr-lane urban-type street in 1975,

Lake Otis Boulevard, for the two mites north of Tudor Road, is
scheduled for improvement in 1976 and several intersections alang the
Seward Highway are scheduled for upgrading in 1976 1o
orade-separated intersections. The improvements mentionaed here are
recessary to handle the normal increase in traffic generated by the
present and known development. Any increased uses of land in this area
or any intensification of use would cause an imbalance in the system.

The major traffic generators along Tudor Road at the present time are
the Borough Administrative Offices and school bus barn just west of
the Tract, and the Alaska State Department of Highways
Administrative Headquarters and maintenance facility at Boniface
Parkway. Tudor, together with its northern extension, Muidoon Road,
forms an eastern by-pass for traffic between Palmer and Seward, and
other points north and south of the city.

The master highways plan for the Anchorage area, as currently
approved by the Planning Commission and Borough Assembly,
envisions Tudor Road as improved beyond the four lanes scheduled for
1976. A widening to six lanes could be accomplished, but would
require complete rebuifding of the facility. The construction of 3
four-fane paraflel facility woukd probably prove more economical and
move useful in the future,

































