[III, COMMUNITY NEEDS IN RELATIONSHIP
TO THE PLANNING DISTRICT

There are four major needs of the Anchorage community which bear a
close relationship to that portion of the Anchorage metropolitan area
lying within this planning district. These are:

. a shortage of land;
. need for potable water supply;

. open space and recreation needs; and,
. aviation needs.

B L B

These four subjects are discussed in the subsections immediately following.

A. LAND SHORTAGE

Residents of Alaska tend to think of thelr State as a place with an
unlimited supply of land. This 12 the casme with respect to certaln
sections of the State, but iz definitely not the case in the Anchorage
area. Anchorage is bounded on two sides by EKmik and Turnagain Arms of
Cook Inlet, on the third side by the rugged Chupach Mountains which con-
tain the watershed and the newly created Chugach State Park, and on the
fourth gide by the military holdings of Elmendorf Ailr Force Base and Fort
Richardeon. The commmity fs thus locked into approximately elghty square
miles of land, much of which is unsuited to urban development by reason
of poor drainage, steep slopes, flood hazard potential and marginal soil
‘conditions. Add to this a population which is presently growing at the
raﬁe of 4.25 percent per year,7 and there is the possibility of the land
situation becoming acuﬁe in the near future. '

7Growth rate betwesen Decennial Census of April 1, 1960 and the -
Decennial Census of April 1, 1970.
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Although there certainly is the possibility of problems arising from
this shortage of land, there are also definite advantages to such a situ-
ation provided that the community effeetively plans with full knowledge
of the situation. A scarce resource, such as land in the present instance,
dictates that the resource be efficiently utilized wirth a minimum of waste.
The ultimate goal of the Anchorage area in this regard should be a rela-—
tively compact community with maximum amenities such as open space and
recreational facilities located in close proximity to the center of urban
development. With proper land use planning, Anchorage can, thanks to the
area's "locked-in" characteristics, be spared the urban sprawl that has

Plagued so many communities in the "Lower 48".

With these thoughts in mind, the question arises as to how the upper
Campbell Creek planning district is related to this community need,

Past efforts at projecting future population levels for the Anchorage
Borough for the year 1990 have resulted in an extremely wide range of
conclusions. Projections range from a low of 200,000 inhabitants to well
in excess of 350,000. A reasomable estimate of the 1990 Boroughwide
population level, however, is between 250,000 and 275,000. This popu-
lation will require land for homes, shopping facilities, schools, hospitals
and a multitude of other urban uszes. The presently vacant land within
thiz planning district can, 1if wisely used, make a substantial contri-

bution toward meeting the demand for land created by population growth.

The planning distriect contains almost thirteen square miles of vacant

land which 1s presently in public ownership and is located adjacent to

the geographic center of the metropolitan area. This land not only can
provide apace for urban expanaion, but with sound planning can serve to
counter-balance some of the undesirable aspects found in portions of the
comnunity where uncontrolled growth has been allowed to oeccur in past years.
' Open spaces and recreational facilities which are virtually non-existent

in some densely developed portions of the metropolitan area can be made

available within this planning district at minimum costs.

—34=



By POTABLE WATER REQUIREMENTS

One of the baslc needs of any community is an adequate supply of
water for drinking, household and commercial-industrial uses, and for
fire protection purposes. The current nationwide water consumption trend
iz toward Increasing per capita use of water. The Anchorage community ia
‘no exception; rather, with a rapidly growing urban population meeting the

local demand for water is doubly critical.

Regidents of the Anchorage metropolitan area are currently consuming
water at the rate of approximately thirty million gallons per day (mgd)
from all sources. Assuming that the local population growth rate remains
at the present‘A.ZS percent per year and that per capita consumption re-
thalne substantially the same, the Anchorage community will require 4.25
percent more water each year. In 1970, this apnual increase amounted to
1.3 million gallons per day. Daily consumption will have increased from
thirty million gallons per day to almost thirty-seven million gallonas per
day. And this is agsuming a statias consumption rate - a highly unlikely
situation if the paét is any key to the future.

Historically, 8hip Creek has been the major zource of potable water
in the Anchorage area. As it is presently developed, this source is being
utilized to itz maximum capability. It is pozsible to further develop
the Ship Creek water resource and gain additional supply by construction
of a malor storage remservolr on the stream. It would take several years
(possibly as many aas ten and certainly at least five, 1f steps were
initiated today) to get such a reservoir operationmal. It 1s thus abun-
dantly clear that another readily availsble apd easily developable source
of potable water must be developed in the very near future if the Anchorage

community f8 to avoid water shortage problems.

The section of this report deal with hydrology, dealt in general
terms with the technical aspects of surface and subsurface waters within
this planning district based in large degree upon data provided by the
Water Resources Division of the U.8. Geologie Survey. The Division has
provided preliminary estimates of volumes of potable water which could be
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made available from the north and sotuth forks of Campbell Creek. These
eatimates indicate that a volume of water on the order of ten million

gallone per day can be obtained from thie source.

These estimates are borme out by the apparent success of a test well
recently drilled by the City of Anchorage Water Utility on the alluvial
fan of the north fork of Campbell Creek. Test pumping during the summer
and fall of 1970, during a fifty-hour sustained period, indicated that the
source 18 stable, of high quality and of sufficient quantity to warrant
the installation of a major pumping facility. The fact that the area
under consideration for location of the extraction is approximately one
and one-half miles from the City's recently completed five milliom gallon
reservoir on Tudor Road adds to the value of the resource. It is therefore
apparent that utilization of this resource should be seriously comsidered
and that every effort should be made to protect it from contamination and

unnecessary depletion.

C+ OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION NEEDS

The Ancﬁbrage comounity 1is fécéd witﬁ the same sjtuation as the rast
of the country with regard to recreation and open space needs. The work
week iz becoming progreasively shorter with the result that inecreasing
amounts of leisure time iz becoming available to the individual. Coupled
with this is a rise in the amount of disposable income available after
the necessities of life are paid for. These two factors combine to in-
crease the demand for recreational facilities and activities. "Since the
trend is for shorter work days, the demand is not only for more facllitles
for weekends and vacations, but also for facilitles close to people's

homes for day to day use.

Local response to this demand ranges from adequate to non—existent.
The Cicy of Anchorage Parks and Recreation Department has for some time
successfully met the demand for open space and recreation facllities
within the City of Anchorage. The Chester Creek Park Belt, the Ninth
Avenue Park Strip, Goose Lake and Russian Jack Springs are examples of
the successful efforts of the City to reserve open space and provide

recreational facilities for its residents.
Provided by Friends of Bicentennial Park  www.bicentennialpark.info
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The Greater Anchorage Area Borough does not have the authority to
levy taxes for development of recteation facilities, establish parks or
acquire and dedicéte open‘spaca land aream. The Spenard Service Area is
the only one of the Ffive existing service areas that has been granted this
authority by its residents. This has made it possible for the Borough to
accept dedicated lands from subdivision developers for open space and
recreational use, but only in the Spenard area, However, despite this
fact, iand dedicatad to dpen apace and recreation purposes is not heing
reserved in any substantial quantity outside the City of Anchorage at
this time.

A Boroughwide parks, recreation and open space plan is neéaring com-
pletion. This plan foresees the establishment of substantial open space
and recreation facilities in the approximately thirteen =quare miles of
presently open land which is in government ownership within the upper
Campbell Creek planning district. This appears to be a particularly
economical and reasonable approach to the present lack of open space land,
as mich of the vacant land within the planning district 1s either poorly
dralned marsh landa, within the flood plains of the various forks and
brancheas of Campbell Creek or is in an area from which large quantities of
potable water are available and should be protected from the effects of
high density use. These areas should not be developed for moat urban
uses, but are ideally suited to open apace or recreational types of

development.

D. GENERAL AVIATION NEEDS

Aviation has historically played a substantlially greater role in the
development of Alaska than has been the case Iin the "Lower 48". With
poorly developed surface transportation, the airplane has met and will con-
tinue to meet the need for transportation of people and goods to the more
isolated parts of Alasgka. Although improvements in surface transportation
networks continue to be made, the alrplane will doubtless remain the major
means of tramsportation in the vast bush areas. Anchorage, in 1ts role as

the digtribution center for most of Alaska, plays a vital part in the State-
wide alr transportation system.

Provided by Friends of Bicentennial Park  www.bicentennialpark.info
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In addition to Anchorage's intra-state role, International Alrport
also serves as a major stop-over point on geveral inter-contlnental air
carrier routes. Anchorage International Airport is also playing a
rapldly growing role in air fredight upef&tions. The increasing demands
placed upon local facilities by passenger and freight operations are being
successfully met by improvements at Anchorage International. These im-—
provements Include the new terminal facilities, the new east—weat runway

and additfions to private air carrier facilities.

In the field of general aviatlon, leocal participation is some six
times the natlonal average. There are approximately 130 active pilots
per 10,000 population in the Greater Anchorage Area Borough.B This high
degroe of activity has resulted in Merrill Field operating at or above
the Federal Aviation Authority established optimum operational capacity
of some 250;000 operations per year. An additlomal 126,500 general
aviation operations take place each year at Lake Hood/International Afrport

in addition to the ailr carrier activities at the cowplex.

The Federal Aviation Authority has conecluded that a reliever general
aviation facility is needed to meet the demand in the Greater Anchorage
Area. The FAA has also coneluded that Campbell landing strip is the most
preferred location for such a facilit'y.9 The existing landing strip has
"a 5,000 foot gravel runway which, as indicated earlier, iz now used as a
base of operations for Bureau of Land Management fire—-fighting activity,

and as an emergency landing field for both military and private planes.

The airport being proposed by the Federal Aviation Administration
and the City of Anchorage for the Campbell site 1s 1llustrated in Figure 11.
Features of the proposal include; paving of the existing 5,000-foot Tunway
and its extensiom to 6,000 feet; comstruction of a 6,000 foot long north-
south runway; conatruction of a 3,406 foot northeast—southwest runway
parallel to and north of the existing runway; construction of adjoining park-
ing aprone, hangars, control facilities; and diversion of the south fork
of Campbell Creek into the north fork and re-routing of the north fork

8 ‘
U.8. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Adminis~

tration, Airports Division, The Gresater Anchorage Area Alr Trarnsportation
Situation, A Review of Aeropautical Demand and Alrport Need; 1968-69,
Appendix "DV, p. 6.

gIbid, p. 4 and 5.
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approximately one—quarter mile northward around the proposed north-south
runway. The proposal and resulting facility is large in scope, far ex—
ceeding that of the present Merrill Field. Total cost of the four-stage,
fifteen-year development is in excess of $6 million. The facility would
accommodate some 400,000 aireraft operations annually; some 150,000 more
than Merrill Field's optimum capacity.

Such a facility would help to meet the growing aviation requirements
of the community by providing added capacity of ground facilities., It
would not, however, reduce ailr space congestion in the Anchorage locality
unless Merrill Field were completely phased out. Of equal importance,
however, is how such a facility fits the existing and future patterns of
iand use as well as how the need to meet aviation requirements fit into
the priority of total community needs.

Provided by Friends of Bicentennial Park  www.bicentennialpark.info
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Iv. ALTERNATIVES

As r21ated'aboﬁe, a number of depanda are beginning to bring pres-
sure on the resources available within this planning district. These
demands will assume a critiecal nature as the number of people living in
the Anchorage area continues to increase. To briefly recap the situation;
there i1g a pressing need for physical space that cammot be denied, there
ia a demand for inereased supplies of potable water; a need exists for
open space and recreational facilities; and there is a crying need for
additional general aviation facilities to serve the community. This
situation is complicated somewhat by the fact that satisfying some of
these needs in an expeditious manner is not totally compatible with satis-

fying other and equally pressing community needs.

It should be apparent that the situation is nmeither black nor white,
‘but rather that a number of trade-offs are possible between the available
alternatives. It is beyond the scope of this plan to attempt the eatab-
lishment of the all-encompassing system of community priorities required
to make rational policy decisions in all of theée matters. However, it is
necessary to examine the general nature of the alternatives available in
order to draw a logical land use plan for the portion of the community
lying within this planning district, The discussion which follows

addresaes these alternatives in terms of the overall needas of the community.

A. GENERAL ALTERNATIVES

The most apparent of these alternatives is that invelving the thirteen
square miles of presently vacant land in governmental ownership, and the

four square miles of vacent land in private pwnership, within the planning
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district. Tn very general terms the alternatives are as follows: 1) de-
voting the entire area to total urban development; 2) closing the entire
area to all forms of development; 3) or development of certain portioms

of the area in urban land uses with other parts devoted to some combination

of compatible open space uses.

In the event that total urban development were chosen as the direction
to go, a valuable potable water resource would of necessity be "written
off", A sizable, easily accessible open space and recreation area would
also be lost along with the capability of balancing the absence of public

open space in much of the metropolitan area.

Clozing the entire area to all forme of development 1s so unrealistic
a8 to preclude serious consideration. Population growth will exert
enough pressure to dictate that portions of this area be devoted to some
types of urban land uses,

The question remalning then is what portions of the large area of
vacant land should be developed, and how should they be developed? Since
mich of the land is presently in governmental ownership, mistakes of the
past can be successfully aveided here. Certainly the flood plains of
the several forks and branches of Campbell Creek should not be further
bullt upon. These hazard areas could and should be devoted to open space
and recreational uses which would suffer little 1f any damage during a
major flood. Also, pollution from urban uses would be reduced. Regard-
less of which major land use alternative is eventually selected by the
policy-making bodies, sufficient land should be set aside to protect the
potable water resource in this area.

B. WATER SUPPLY

Prior to dealing directly with the potable water resource available
within this planning district, 1t should prove helpful teo discuss, in

general terms, alternative sources for the total area's potable water.

The Ship Creek resource, as previously stated, 1s presently supplying
the major portion of the City and surrounding area's water supply. Surface

water from the small dam located on Fort Richardson provides water to the

Provided by Friends of Bicentennial Park  www.hicentennialpark.info
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City and to the military bases. Below this dam, the stream flows

acerose an alluvial fan when watar seeps through the sands and gravels
into the artesian aguifers which underlies the community. This aquifer:
18 presently being "tapped" by several deep wells supplying water to the
community systems., Further down stream yet, Ship Creek water is uged in

fish hatcheries and power plants.

Additional water can be removed from the Ship Creek resource, but
without a large dam creating a sizable reservoir behind it, water cannot
be removed in sufficient quantity to meet the using demand noted earlier.
Increaaing the "take" of surface water wouid pose two disadvantages; the
gsurface flow in the stream bed would be reduced somewhat (which is un-
‘desirable from the standpoint of aesthetics and protection of active
fisheries) and surface water during the winter time is excessively cold

and gives Tise to problems with frozen water mains.

Additional subsurface water can be removed from the Ship Creek
gystem by drilling additional wells in the alluvial fan which would tend
to further lower the water table and could lead to lower yields being
realized from existing wells, or artificial recharge of the system could
be instituted and shallow wells drilled in the vicinity of artificial
recharge lakes. This could add to the available supply of water. This
too would tend to somewhat leszsen the flow of water in the stream bed,
but in view of the critical need for potable water, is receiving serlous
congideration. Ship Creek is presently supplying nearly all that should

be taken from the system.

Eagle River, with a rellable and substantial flow of water, has been
considered for a number of years as the ultimate source of potable water
for the Anchorage area. United States Geological Survey studies of the
Eagle River stream system indicates that the water flow in the river
ranges from an average low-flow (February through April) of thirty-three
million gallons per day to an average high-flow (June through August) of
one billion gallons per day. If a dam and impounding faciliry were

erected, it would be possible to realize a minimum sustained flow in

excess of 250 million gallons per day, One aspect of utilfzing surface
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watera from Eagle River for a source of potable water has yet to be
resolved. The river originates at Eagle Glacier, and thus causes an
EitremEIY‘heavy concentration of glacial silt. This silt must be removed
prior to consumption of the water. The material carried in auspended
form by glacier-fed streams is extremely fine and poses certain problems
with respect to removing it. Thiz problem has not been thoroughly in-
vestigated and thus little is known as to the methods and techniques
required to solve it. TIn spite of this, there is little doubt, glven the
advances in technology occurring daily in our world, that this problem

will be resclved and economic methods developed to achieve the end result.

Three other sources of water are worthy of no more than passing note
at this time. Bird Creek, located southeast of the metropolitan area, is
not fed by glaciers and is thus relatively clear. Problems in moving
substantial quantities of water from this location teo the metropolitan
area precludes serious consideration of this resource at this time.
Desalinization of Cook Inlet waters is another possibility. Desalini-
zation has proven to be gquite costly, however, in that large quantities
of energy 1s consumed in converting salt water to fresh, TIn addition,
Cook Inlet water are also heavily laden with silt which must be removed.
Treating of sewage effluent 12 possible with present technelogy, but is
alsc somewhat impractical from the economice standpoint. Not only would
a highly sophisticated and qulte dependable water purdification system be
required, but, since the sewer plant iz located at the lowest point in the
entire collection system, vast quantities of treated water would have to

be mechanlcally pumped baeck up teo the distribution system.

It should be apparent from the foregoing discussion that the "altimate
solution" to the potable water supply situation is some vears away and
also thar some new source of water must be found to £ill the gap unti]l the
discusged larger source of Eagle River is developed. The Campbell Creek
regsource appears to meet all the qualifications for a major interim source
of potable water. The water is available in substantial quantities (approx-
imately 10,000,000 gallons per day); it is quite near the existing City of
Anchorage water distribution system (approximately one mile from the new
5,000,000 gallon reservolr off Tudor Road); and can be tapped in subsurface

strata which is warm ennugh to pose no problems with freezlng water mains;
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plus 1t can be utilized economically. The bilggest asset attributable to
the Campbell Creek water supply, however, is that 1t is unspoiled and
readily available,

C. GENERAL AVIATION

It should be apparent from the discussion of Section D In Chapter IIT
that there is in fact a need for a general aviation facility to relieve
the existing alr space and ground congestion in the metropolitan area.
Thie demand can conceivably be met in a number of different locations,
some of which lie within the metropolitan area, others of which lie in
outlying areas. Each such alternative should be examined with several

criteria in mind.

Rather‘nbviously, a new general aviation facility must relieve exist-
ing congestion of both air aspace and ground facilities. A new reliever
facllity should pose a minimum of conflicts with already exjating land
uses in the area surrounding the site selected., The facility should also
fit the larger transportation and industrial patterns of the entire com-
munity. The faeility should be in a good location from the standpoint of
meteorology. TFurthermore, since airports and azsoclated development are
extensive (as opposed to intensive) users of land, the effect pf an air-
port upon the land-poor Anchorage community should be minimized, Also of
importance 1s the requirement that a new aviation facility not have a
negative effect upon the set patterns of community development and not

conflict with them.

Within this framework we turn to an evaluation of the available
alternate locations for a general aviation faecility. Many people in the
Anchorage area have For some time believed, almost as an article of falth,
that Campbell Airstrip would be the hew gemeral aviation facility to serve
the Anchorage cotmunity. This line of thought no doubt had itz origin
some vears ago before the full impact of urban &evelopment was felt. Not
too many years ago, Campbell Airstrip was considered to be “way out in
the boondocks'", far from any press of urban developmeht. This is no longer
the cagse. While it is apparent that additional general aviation facili-
ties will be needed in the near future, there are other values which must

be taken into consideration prior to construction of such a facllity.

| -45-
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Once an airport is constructed, it iz, for all intents and purposes,

going to be there in perpetuity.

While a general aviation facility located at Campbell Airstrip would
relieve congestion of ground facilities, it does not appear that it would
relleve ailr space congestion in the meﬁropolitan area. This 1s true for
two reasons. First, it is highly deubtful that Merrill Field will be
phased completely out of existence anytime in the foreseeable future, and
the traffic patterns in and out of Merrill Field can be expected to remain
esgentially as they are today, even if the function Merrill Field now

serves were to change. Secondly, this location is in the busiest "

air
intersection" (the intersection of flight paths of Anchorage Internatiomal

and Merrill Field) in the State.

The predominant land use in the area surrounding the Camphbell Mildtary
Regervation is residential. This area shows every sign of becoming much
more intensively used for residential purposes; it has good access to
existing empldyment and shopping facilities, most of the land is well-
drained and gently sloping. In short, the enly thing holding the area
back is adequate water, sewer, and other community faecilities. Also
there are three existing schools which lie under the most logical flight
paths of an aviation facility at this location; Abbott Lbop and Scenic
Park Elementary Schools and the new Service-Hanshew Junlor-Senior High
School complex. It would be undesirable to place a general aviation
facility and the inevitable associated industrial uses in the center of
a developing residential area.

The discussion dealing with community land use patterns indicated
the two existing major industrial areas of the metropolitan area to be
the Port of Anchorage-5hip Creek-Merril]l Field area north and east of
the downtown area, and the newer Anchorage Internatiomal Alirport-Arctic
Spur Road development south of the city center, Those portions of the metro-
politan area which are presently developed with urban residential and
assoclated commercial development have areas of industrial land use on
two sides. Both the exlsting and the programmed arterial street systems
have been developed with these two major industrial and distributing

—46~



centers in mind. Placing another large industrial complex om the third
side of the presently urban portion of the metropelitan area would have
substantive affecta on traffic patterns, and upon the existing and

planned surface transportation system.

From the standpoint of meteorology., it would be difficult indeed to
find that Campbell Airstrip is a suitable location for a permanent general
aviation facility. Ag indicated in earlier discussion, the area lies
athwart two of the three wind tunnels down which the Chugach Winds deacend.
Winde in the range of B0-100 mileslper hour would have a disastrous effect
upon light aireraft, particularly since the wind direction at a given
polnt is difficult or impessible to predict.lo Light aircraft can, 1if
headed directly into the wind and properly tiled down, wlthstand rather
strong winds, but a gust of this strength from the side or the rear of an

ajreraft 15 almost certain to cause serious structural damage.

A general aviation facility 1a, by its very nature, an extensjve
physical use of land. Large amounts of space are required for runways,
taxiways, tie-downs, hangars, sales and repalr facilities, control
facilities, clear zones and required avigatlonal easements. An indica-
tion of the size of such a facility is provided by the FAA's preliminary
recommendation that 2,640 acres (4.125 square miles) of land be reserved
for a general afiation facility within the present Campbell Military
Raaerve.ll Such an additional airport reserve would amount to approxi-
mately five pereent of the entire metropolitan area, and is sufficient
area to create an ideal residential neighborhood housing over 13,000

persons with ample space for parks, schools and other community facili-
tles.

Were there no other alternatives for locating a general aviation
facility to serve the needs of Anchorage, there would, of course, be no
cholce but to cope with a further compounding of the land shortage in the

metropolitan area by reserving this huge area for aviation Facilities.

1OMr. G. Phillip Weber, Pregentation before the Planning Com-

miszion, November 12, 1969,

llFederal Aviation Administration, Aeronautical Demand, p. 5.
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This is not the case, however, as there appears to be several alternatives
which, at this point in time, have not been the subject of comprehenslive
and exhaustive investigation. There ia approximately seven square miles
of land in the ownership of Federal agencies, the State of Alaska and
local goverhments in the viecinity of Anchorage International Airport. An
additional three square miles of land are in the Point Campbell Military
Reservation southwest of the Anchorage Internhational Airport. It is at
least within the realm of realistic possibility that a location could be
found within this ten square miles which would pose minimal conflict with
existing flight paths and land use patterns. -

A proposal for an east-west runway to the north of Lake Hood was
found to be unfeasgible by reason of conflict with the trafflc pattern
from the lake., However, the possibility exists that an east-west runway
approximately one-half mile north of the existing main east-west runway
would be feasible.

Another possibility would involve construction of a new runway
intersecting the old east-west runway near its western end and running
to the north-northeast. Thia alignment would be generally parallel to
and approximately one~half mile to the west of an extension of the north-
south Lake Hood “"runway". PFrom the meteorolegical standpoint such an
additional runway would pose little if any difficultyin that the pre—
vailing winds at Anchorage International are generally from the south
during the gummer months and from the north during the winter months. Nor
would such an addition conflict with existing or future land use patterns.
Other communities have found that such triangular runway arrangements have
been successful. Such a runway, if proven to be feasible, could utilize
exlsting (albeit expanded) ground facllities. Here again, land in govern—
mental ownershlp 1s available for expanded ground facllities.

Since the land surrounding International Alrport has already developed
with light industrial and airport-related land uses, there would be little
if any conflict with existing or future patterns of land use. The street
and highway system which presently serves Anchorage International Alrport
could be expanded with minimal expensge to serve the addirional traffic which

Provided by Friends of Bicentennial Park  www.hicentennialpark.info
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would be generated. Since Anchorage International Alrport 1is somé nine
miles from the mouths of the Campbell Creek and Rabbit Creek Canyons,
the Chugach Wind 1a greatly dissipated by the time it reaches this
vicinity. During the wind storm of October 6, 1969, the Bfrongesf wind
gust reported at Anchorage Intermational Alrport was from the east at
thirty-nine miles per hour, while Merrill Field recorded forty-six miles
rer hour from the aoutheast.lz This has proven to be the pattern during
the Chugach Wind Btnfms; Merrill Field, being closer to the mountains,
teceives stronger winds than Anchorage International,

Another poasibility for a general aviation facility to serve the
demand in the Anchorege atea lies at the Birchwood Auxiliary Air Field.
Although thie facility is approximately 30-40 minutes drive from Merrill
Field over the existing two—lane highway, this time would be greatly re-
duced when the Glent Hipghway becomes a divided four-~lane highway. The
Birchwood Airstrip lies two miles from the mouth of the Peters Creek
Valley, but this valley has a considerable shallower gradient than that
of Campbell Creek Canyon, so that the Chugach Wind could reasonably be
expected to be somewhat less severe at this location. Further atudy
would certainly be required in thls area before an expansion of the exlst-
ing facility were undertaken.

The existing Birchwood Airstrip lies to the northwest of and across
the Alaska Rallread tracks from the presently developed residential area
of Upper Birchwood Loop Road and would thus pose little conflict with
exlsting or future land use patterns. The preliminary Land Use Plan for
this area indicates a light industrial-type use predominant along the
Alaska Rallroad. Aecess to the alrstrip is presently via a one-half mile
gravel road off Birchwood Loop Road which could be improved to meet the
additional traffic which would be ganerated.

The distance between Birchwood Airstrip and the metropolitan area
has one distinet advantape in that locating the reliever general aviation
facility here would redice the growing alr space congestion in the Anchor—

age metropolitan area.

12Mr. G. Phillip Weber, Presentation before the Planning Com~
mission on November 12, 1969.
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